
                               After a 4-month, nationwide search, the Farmer
Foodshare Board of Directors is pleased to announce its new Executive
Director, Athan Barkoukis. 

The Chair of the Board, Kendall Kirk shares, "On behalf of the entire
Board of Directors, I'm thrilled to welcome Athan to Farmer Foodshare.
His experience as an advocate and leader across health, nutrition, and
environmental issues sets him up to steward Farmer Foodshare into our
next chapter as an organization: expanding our commitment and efforts
to supporting local farmers and healthy food access for all." 
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Athan has devoted his 18-year
career advocating for health and
environmental issues. He most
recently served eight years as
executive director for an
environmental non-profit, leading
efforts to achieve a #3 ranking of
97 state-designated organizations
across Florida. Thus, he was
recognized as one of “Naples 100
Most Influential Business Leaders”
by Naples Illustrated in 2024. 

Athan joined the Farmer Foodshare
staff in July 2025. 

https://www.farmerfoodshare.org/
https://www.farmerfoodshare.org/


As the prior executive director of an international nutrition association, Athan

traveled the country enhancing nutrition science, education and literacy for

dietitians and the public. A core component to his work involved developing

programs to increase access to affordable, nutritious food for schools in low-

income communities. High impact programs and unique partnerships helped

achieve a #1 ranking of 27 divisions within the Academy of Nutrition and

Dietetics.

Athan earned a Master of Science in Environmental Studies from the College

of Charleston and a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from Colgate University.

“The intersection of food, health and the environment is paramount to our

very existence, which is why I am elated to serve as the next executive

director of Farmer Foodshare,” says Athan. “I am eager to build upon the

past success of staff, board members, volunteers, partners and supporters

to increase Farmer Foodshare’s resources and enhance everyone’s access

to fresh, local food while also supporting North Carolina’s farming

community.”

Athan’s first few weeks at the food hub have been full – he's participated in

box packs, met with staff, board members, and partners, and is getting up

to speed on all operations.

Athan will be instrumental in achieving strategic goals, supporting North

Carolina farmers, and increasing access to fresh, local food for all, and

Farmer Foodshare looks forward to this new chapter under his leadership.
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Farmer Foodshare is a Triangle-based food hub whose mission is to

increase access to fresh, local food for all and to support the viability of

marginalized NC farmers to create an equitable food system.

Farmer Foodshare is located at 902 N. Mangum Street in Durham. It is a

501(c)(3) nonprofit and led by Executive Director Athan Barkoukis. For

more information, please visit farmerfoodshare.org.

For image and interview requests, please contact Elizabeth Figgie,

Communications & Marketing Manager, at

ElizabethF@farmerfoodshare.org.
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